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SPIRITUAL COMMUNION * 

What happens when you are spiritually prepared and desire to receive communion, but can’t? 
Such a case is referenced by a paragraph in the 1979 Prayer Book: 
If a person desires to receive the Sacrament, but, by reason of extreme sickness or physical disability, is unable to eat and 
drink the Bread and Wine, the Celebrant is to assure that person that all the benefits of Communion are received, even 
though the Sacrament is not received with the mouth. 
A nation-wide shut down due to a pandemic fits, I’m sure we’ll agree, with the words “by any other impediment” listed in 
the first Prayer Book. Our Lord will not cut us off from his grace. If we truly desire him, he will come to us, even if we 
cannot receive the Sacraments he has instituted so that we may receive his grace. This is not a new idea. St Thomas 
Aquinas, writing nearly 800 years ago, said: 
before receiving a sacrament, the reality of the sacrament can be had through the very desire of receiving the sacrament. 
Accordingly, before actual reception of this sacrament, a man can obtain salvation through the desire of receiving it, just as 
he can before Baptism through the desire of Baptism, as stated above (Summa, III.73.iii) 

Desiring to receive the spiritual grace of the Most Holy Eucharist (and being prevented from receiving it sacramentally) is 
known as Spiritual Communion. It is so very important to note that this gift is given to us when we cannot, for very good 
reason, be present at mass.  
When you are watching a live-stream or recording of our liturgies, any of the following prayers may be said at the moment 
of communion when you would normally leave your pew and make your journey to the altar: 

In Union, dear Lord, with the faithful at every altar of Your Church where Your blessed Body and Blood are being 
offered to the Father, I desire to offer You praise and thanksgiving. I believe that You are present in the Holy 
Sacrament. And since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, I ask You to come spiritually into my heart. I unite 
myself to You,  and embrace You with all the affections of my soul. Let me never be separated from You. Let me live 
and die in Your love. Amen. 
OR 
Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love, you fed your people in the wilderness with the bread of angels, 
and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life. Though I cannot physically consume these gifts of bread and wine, I thank 
you that I have received the sacrament of Christ’s presence, the forgiveness of sins, and all other benefits of Christ’s 
passion. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may I embody your desire, and be renewed for your service, through Jesus 
Christ our Savior. Amen. (from Enriching Our Worship 2) 
OR 
“My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament. 
I love you above all things and I desire you with all my heart. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace you as if you were already in my heart 
and unite myself to you completely. 
Please do not let me ever by separated from you.”  (by St. Alphonsus Liguori) 

*Except where otherwise indicated, the whole of this article (with only very little amendment) is taken from the website of 
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church, Winston-Salem, North Carolina, where it was posted on April 5, 2020. No author was 
specified. 



THE HOLY VIRTUAL EUCHARIST 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

THE WORD OF GOD 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Prelude                                   The Angel Gabriel                                     arr. David Burndrett 
We invite you to please silence your cell phones and to enter worship in stillness, silence, and reverence during the Prelude, 
which begins our service. 
                                
Processional Hymn 724WLP                                  People, look East                                                          Besançon Carol 

OPENING ACCLAMATION                 BCP 355 
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.



A BIDDING PRAYER                                                           The Book of Occasional Services 
Dear People of God: In the season of Advent, it is our responsibility and joy to prepare ourselves to hear once more the 
message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger.  
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our rebellion against him until the 
glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let us look forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth 
with hymns and songs of praise. 
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity and mission of the Church 
for which he died, and especially his Church in our country and in this city. 
And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry and the 
oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, and aged and the little children, as well as all those who 
do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which no one can number, whose 
hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore. 
The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the fellowship of the citizens 
above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen. 

The people are seated for the readings. Children may leave for Children’s Church. 

THE FIRST READING                                                                                        Genesis 3:1-15                
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God 
say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden; but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you 
shall die.” ’ But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 
was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave 
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; 
and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the 
garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among 
the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, ‘Where are you?’ He said, ‘I heard the sound of 
you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.’ He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have 
you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?’ The man said, ‘The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 
gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.’ Then the Lord God said to the woman, ‘What is this that you have done?’ The woman 
said, ‘The serpent tricked me, and I ate.’ The Lord God said to the serpent, ‘Because you have done this, cursed are you among 
all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.  I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his 
heel.’  
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
 Thanks be to God. 
             

Choir Carol                                            The Tree of Life My Soul Hath Seen                                           Daniel Pinkham 

The tree of life my soul hath seen, Laden with fruit, and always green: 
The trees of nature fruitless be Compared with Christ the apple tree. 
His beauty doth all things excel: By faith I know, but ne’er can tell 

the glory which I now can see In Jesus Christ the apple tree. 
For happiness I long have sought, And pleasure dearly I have bought: 

I missed of all: but now I see ’Tis found in Christ the apple tree. 
I’m weary with my former toil, here I will sit and rest a while: 

Under the shadow I will be Of Jesus Christ the apple tree. 
This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, It keeps my dying faith alive; 
Which makes my soul in haste to be With Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

  



THE SECOND READING                                                                                                                                    Isaiah 40:1-11 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that 
her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: “In the wilderness 
prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I 
said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, 
when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our 
God will stand for ever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O 
Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord God 
comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock 
like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.  
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
 Thanks be to God. 

Hymn 645                                                       The King of love my shepherd is                                                    St. Columba  

THE THIRD READING                                                         Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of 
the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 
‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and remember their sin no more.  
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
 Thanks be to God. 



Hymn 66                                                          Come, thou long-expected Jesus                                                       Stuttgart                        

THE FOURTH READING                                                    Isaiah 7:10-15 
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz 
said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for 
you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young 
woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows 
how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
 Thanks be to God. 

Carol                                                             There is no rose                                                               Graham J. Ellis 
There is no rose of such virtue As is the rose that bare Jesu: 

Alleluia. 
For in this rose contained was Heav’n and earth in little space: 

Resmiranda (*a wonderful thing) 
By that rose we may well see There be one God in persons three: 

Pares forma (of the same form) 
Then leave we all this wordly mirth, And follow we this joyous birth;  

Transeamus (Let us go) 

THE FIFTH READING                                                                   Isaiah 11:1-9 
A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest 
on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 
Lord.  His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth 
with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  Righteousness shall be the belt around his 
waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.  The cow and the bear shall graze, their young 
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the 
weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.  They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will 
be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.  
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
 Thanks be to God. 



Hymn 597                          O day of peace                                                              Jerusalem 

THE SIXTH READING                                                              Isaiah 65:17-25 
For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered or come to mind. But be 
glad and rejoice for ever in what I am creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight.  I will 
rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress.  No 
more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one who 
dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed.  They 
shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.  They shall not build and another inhabit; 
they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long 
enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labour in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be offspring 
blessed by the Lord—and their descendants as well. Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear.  
The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent—its food shall be dust! They 
shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord.  
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
 Thanks be to God. 

The people stand to sing and remain standing for the Gospel. 



Sequence Hymn 14 LEVAS                                       Soon and Very Soon                                                               Andrae Crouch 

THE GOSPEL                                                                                       Matthew 1:18-25 
 Celebrant:   The Holy Gospel of our Savior, Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.   
 People:   Glory to you, O Christ.  
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they 
lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived 
in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 
All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel 
of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he 
named him Jesus.  
 The Gospel of the Lord.   
 Praise to you, O Christ. 



The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher for a brief meditation. 

THE SERMON: The Rev. Nikki Mathis 

THE NICENE CREED                                                                 BCP 358             
(said by all)  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one 
Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, Form VI                                        BCP 392 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.  
For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
For this community, the nation, and the world; We pray for our President, Joseph, our Governor, Brian, and our Mayor, 
Kelly. 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Rob, Paul, and Don, our Bishops; (…) and for all bishops and other ministers, priests, 
deacons, and clergy associates, especially Lin, Dutton, Carol, Ellen, Christina, & Nikki; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. We pray especially for (…) 
Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. We give thanks for (…) 
We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
The Celebrant adds a Collect.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                                                                           BCP 360 
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Celebrant and People:     Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

THE PEACE 
Celebrant:     The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People:         And also with you. 



THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory Anthem                                    O Come, Emmanuel                                        Elaine Hagenberg  
Karen Bergmann, cello                    

O come, O come, O come! 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. 
Come, O come, O come thou Dayspring come and cheer our spirits by Thine Advent here, 

and drive away the shades of night, And pierce the clouds and bring us light! 
Rejoice! Rejoice Emmanuel, Shall come to Thee O Israel. 

O come, O come, Desire of nations, bind All people in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy strife and quarrels cease, And fill the world with Heaven’s peace. 

O rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel. 
Shall come to Thee, O Israel. 

O come, O come, O come. 

Presentation Hymn 380 v. 3                  Praise God from whom all blessings flow                                     Old 100th 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B                                                            BCP 367 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth.  (Here a Proper Preface is said)

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:



* Sanctus S-125                                                         Holy, holy, holy Lord                                                          Richard Proulx 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel 
to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in 
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin 
into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave 
it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After 
supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People: We remember his death, 
           We proclaim his resurrection, 
           We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread 
and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and 
his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified 
by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country 
where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                 BCP 364 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 



* Fraction Anthem S-172                                Blessed are those who are called                                             Mason Martens 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

Communion Hymn 54                                      Savior of the nations, come!                    Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER                    Enriching Our Worship 2  
Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love, you fed your people in the wilderness with the bread of angels, and 
you sent Jesus to be the bread of life. Though I cannot physically consume these gifts of bread and wine, I thank you that I 
have received the sacrament of Christ’s presence, the forgiveness of sins, and all other benefits of Christ’s passion. By the 
power of the Holy Spirit, may I embody your desire, and be renewed for your service, through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER                                                                                   BCP 366 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  of the most precious Body and Blood of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of 
your Son,  and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love 
and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and 
for ever. Amen.  

THE BLESSING 



Recessional Hymn 56                                             O come, O come, Emmanuel                                   Veni, veni, Emmanuel 

THE DISMISSAL 
Deacon: Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.

Postlude                                                                    Sonata in C for Cello                                                     J. B. Brével                                                                                        

✞  

Thank you to Karen Bergmann for her music this morning! 



Prayers of  the People 

In our Parish we pray for Bill Alworth, Ray Hoover, RuthElizabeth Conine-Nakano, Stephen Morris, Barbara 
Johnson, Sue Bush, Janice Rusk, Jennifer Polzin, Susan Williams, Dan Williams, Pat MacKinnon, Dick MacKinnon, 
Shelby Welch, Ali Elyaman, Ben Barkdoll, Don Downie, Olivia Carlisle, Angie Defalco, Ken Packer, Garrett, Ben, 
Mobley, Scott, Lynn, and Pete. 

In thanksgiving for those celebrating their birthday this week: Carolyn Clarke, Karen Radde, Frankie Cook, 
Jonathan Frye, John Bray, Karen Shetterley, Janie Reynolds, Jo Benton, Anna Streeter, Clare Reid; and for those 
celebrating anniversaries: Caley & Amelia Ross. 
The people listed here are prayed for by name at each Sunday service. To request prayer for yourself  or someone else, please call the office 
(706-546-7553). If  at the beginning of  the next month the person needs to remain on the list, please call and give the office an update. 

Deacon Christina’s Outreach*  
Let’s Help Church of  the Common Ground 

As the cold weather kicks in, our Episcopalian brothers, sisters, and those who identify as neither, who also suffer from 
homelessness, receive hot coffee at Church of  the Common Ground, our church without walls at Piedmont Park in Atlanta. 
They are in need of  these specific items, 5 lb bags of  sugars (no bigger than 10 lbs), containers of  powdered (only) creamer, 

and boxes of  hot chocolate. This sugar, creamer, and hot chocolate drive will continue until Christmas Day, December 25, 2022. 
A box for collection of  these items will be in the parish hall foyer beginning today. 

Blessings, 
Rev. Christina Dondero 

*for anybody wondering, our Outreach Committee supports local needs,  
and our clergy outreach supports diocesan and wider church needs. 

TODAY 

POINSETTIA DEDICATIONS 
If  you wish to give a poinsettia in honor or memory of  a loved one, the deadline for ordering will be TODAY. 
The suggested donation this year is $15 per dedication. Please place your completed form (see red forms in your 
bulletin or in the narthex) and your check in the offering plate on Sundays, Kendall’s office door, or mail it to the 
parish office. You may also contact the office by phone, 706-546-7553 or email, office@stgregoryathens.org.  

CHILDREN’S PAGEANT REHEARSAL | 12PM 
Today we will have the last rehearsal for the children's Christmas Eve Pageant. This time we will be doing a dress rehearsal with 
the Believer's Band of  musicians, playing all of  the carols, so it will likely take 45 minutes. The Children's Ministry of  the church 
will be providing a pizza lunch (cheese pizzas and pepperoni pizzas) for children and their families, along with the musicians. 
We will eat lunch in the parish hall immediately after 10:30 worship and then go to the church for rehearsal.  We should be done 
by 1:30, if  not before. 

BAND OF BELIEVERS | 9:30AM & 12PM 
We'll have Band of  Believers practice at 9:30AM in the Children's Chapel.  There will be an extra rehearsal after church with the 
pageant folks. (We'll have pizza after church so we don't starve.) 

THIS WEEK 

BLUE CHRISTMAS | WEDS., DEC. 21 
To Those for Whom Christmas Hurts:  You are not alone. You are invited to our Blue Christmas Healing Eucharist. St. 
Gregory the Great Episcopal Church invites you to a special holiday service of  worship designed for those for whom the 
holidays might be difficult. This Eucharist will include laying on of  hands and anointing for those who wish to receive this 
particular sacrament. And wherever you are in your faith journey, all are welcome to receive communion. If  you have undergone 
a painful loss, transition, life change, or if  life has simply been hard for a while, the church cares about you and invites you to a 
special time for healing and peace, on Wednesday, December 21, 2022, at 6PM.  

mailto:office@stgregoryathens.org


CHRISTMAS EVE MUSIC 
After two years of  little to no musical offerings due to Covid,  the choir is singing some very special music this year for the 
9:30PM musical prelude and the 10PM service. Using five string instruments and trumpet, we are presenting three movements 
from the Vivaldi Gloria and In Dulci Jubilo, a short Buxtehude cantata.  We will also be joined by a guest soloist singing Christmas 
spirituals. Please plan to join us for the beautiful Christmas Eve service with hymns and carols and this very lovely and exciting 
music! 

NOTES 

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 
2023 contribution envelopes are available on the dresser in the Parish Hall entrance way.  We have ordered even fewer boxes 
this year because many did not pick theirs up last year.  You  may notice your # from last year is no longer available this 
year. If  you wish to use these next year, please write your name next to the # of  box that you take. Please note people last year 
already have boxes spoken for. Leave those boxes for them. If  you had a box of  envelopes last year and do not want/need them 
this year, please cross off  your name so we know that box is available. 

BLINDSPOT GROUP CHAT 
If  you're in your 20s or 30s and would like to stay up to date on events for your age group please reach out to Wade McGlamery, 
770-624-4837, to join our group chat.  

CHRISTMAS AT ST. GREGORY’S 

Saturday, December 24:  5PM Children’s Pageant & Holy Eucharist 
    9:30PM Music Prelude 
    10PM Festival Eucharist & Choir 
Sunday, December 25:   10AM Holy Eucharist & Carols (no Sunday school or nursery) 
Sunday, January 1:   8AM Holy Eucharist  
    10:30AM Holy Eucharist 
    (no Sunday school or nursery) 



Vestry: Lane Norton 
Readers: Barbara Kuhn, LeeAnne Krause, 
Karen Kassinger, Lane Norton, Karen Radde, June Ball  
EMs: June Ball & Barbara Kuhn 
Crucifer:  Julia Sanford & Carlee Bethune 
Torches: Mariel Sanford & Jeffery Ross 

Flowers: Flower Guild 
Altar Guild: Anna Thornton & Carol Schwenke 
Ushers: Gail Eilers & Anna Hiers 
Counters: Katie Hein & Lois Alworth 
Livestream: Ron Balthazor

Those Who Serve 

Clergy and Staff  

The Rev. Nikki Mathis  Rector     
rector@stgregoryathens.org | 706-546-7553 x2 

The Rev. Christina Dondero  Deacon  
christinadondero@gmail.com | 404-918-7248   

Kendall M. Kookogey  Parish Administrator/Bookkeeper 
office@stgregoryathens.org | 706-546-7553 x1 

Jonathan Klein  Music Director/Organist 
jonathanfk@gmail.com | 706-296-8102 

Joseph Napoli  Choir Director 
awn1984@att.net | 706-546-6638 

Doug Adkins  Director of Children’s Ministries 
jdadkins@hotmail.com  | 706-474-4784 

Wade McGlamery  Youth Minister 
wwmcglamery@gmail.com | 770-624-4837 

Jude Red-Bear  Nursery Director 
juderedbear@icloud.com | 706-614-0008 

Mark Hein  Buildings/Grounds 
markehein@gmail.com | 706-549-3239 

Terri Tillman  WebMaster 
ttillman@gmail.com 

Danielle Vogt  Coffee Host 
danielle1784@gmail.com  

Anthony Barkdoll  Livestream Coordinator 
anthonybarkdoll@gmail.com  

Peachy Green Clean Co-op  Sexton 

Nursery Attendants:  Missy Hamlin, Jude Red Bear, Danielle Lyle, Megan Reuter, Allie Weaver 

Vestry Members: Eddie Bennett; John Bray; Stacie Court; Gail Eilers; Blaine Everson; Anna Hiers; Jane Hudson; LeeAnne Krause; Lane 
Norton; Maggie Reinberger; Mark Richardson; Caley Ross; Chrissy Moffett, Clerk; Les House, Treasurer  

Vestry Person of the Day/Week:   Lane Norton  nortonlane@bellsouth.net  

Hymn permission used by RiteStuff, a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #732703-A
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