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THE HOLY VIRTUAL EUCHARIST
All Saints’ Sunday

THE WORD OF GOD

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION *

What happens when you are spiritually prepared and desire to receive communion, but can’t?
Such a case is referenced by a paragraph in the 1979 Prayer Book:
If a person desires to receive the Sacrament, but, by reason of extreme sickness or physical disability, is unable to eat and 
drink the Bread and Wine, the Celebrant is to assure that person that all the benefits of Communion are received, even 
though the Sacrament is not received with the mouth.
A nation-wide shut down due to a pandemic fits, I’m sure we’ll agree, with the words “by any other impediment” listed in 
the first Prayer Book. Our Lord will not cut us off from his grace. If we truly desire him, he will come to us, even if we 
cannot receive the Sacraments he has instituted so that we may receive his grace. This is not a new idea. St Thomas 
Aquinas, writing nearly 800 years ago, said:
before receiving a sacrament, the reality of the sacrament can be had through the very desire of receiving the sacrament. 
Accordingly, before actual reception of this sacrament, a man can obtain salvation through the desire of receiving it, just as 
he can before Baptism through the desire of Baptism, as stated above (Summa, III.73.iii)

Desiring to receive the spiritual grace of the Most Holy Eucharist (and being prevented from receiving it sacramentally) is 
known as Spiritual Communion. It is so very important to note that this gift is given to us when we cannot, for very good 
reason, be present at mass. 
When you are watching a live-stream or recording of our liturgies, any of the following prayers may be said at the moment 
of communion when you would normally leave your pew and make your journey to the altar:

In Union, dear Lord, with the faithful at every altar of Your Church where Your blessed Body and Blood are being 
offered to the Father,  I  desire to offer You praise and thanksgiving. I  believe that You are present in the Holy 
Sacrament. And since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, I ask You to come spiritually into my heart. I unite 
myself to You,  and embrace You with all the affections of my soul. Let me never be separated from You. Let me live 
and die in Your love. Amen.
OR
Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love, you fed your people in the wilderness with the bread of angels, 
and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life. Though I cannot physically consume these gifts of bread and wine, I thank 
you that I have received the sacrament of Christ’s presence, the forgiveness of sins, and all other benefits of Christ’s 
passion. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may I embody your desire, and be renewed for your service, through Jesus 
Christ our Savior. Amen. (from Enriching Our Worship 2)
OR
“My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament.  
I love you above all things and I desire you with all my heart. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace you as if you were already in my heart  
and unite myself to you completely.  
Please do not let me ever by separated from you.”  (by St. Alphonsus Liguori)

*Except where otherwise indicated, the whole of this article (with only very little amendment) is taken from the website of 
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church, Winston-Salem, North Carolina, where it was posted on April 5, 2020. No author was 
specified.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Opening Hymn 287                       For all the saints                                              Sine Nomine

7. But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day;
the saints triumphant rise in bright array;

the King of glory passes on his way.
Alleluia, alleluia.

8. From earth wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast;
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,

singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Alleluia, alleluia.



OPENING ACCLAMATION                                         BCP 355
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY     BCP 355

Gloria S280          Glory to God                   Robert Powell



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship in the mystical body of your Son Christ 
our Lord: Give us grace so to follow your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those 
ineffable joys that you have prepared for those who truly love you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the 
Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

THE FIRST READING   read by Carolyn Abney                                                    Revelation 7:9-17
After this I, John, looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and 
peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 
They cried out in a loud voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!" And 
all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before 
the throne and worshiped God, singing, "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and 
might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, 
and where have they come from?" I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he said to me, "These are they who 
have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. "For this 
reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on 
the throne will shelter them. They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching 
heat; for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 34:1-10, 22                      
Spoken by all

1 I will bless the Lord at all times; * his praise shall ever be in my mouth.
2 I will glory in the Lord; * let the humble hear and rejoice.
3 Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; * let us exalt his Name together.
4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me * and delivered me out of all my terror.
5 Look upon him and be radiant, * and let not your faces be ashamed.
6 I called in my affliction and the Lord heard me * and saved me from all my troubles.
7 The angel of the Lord encompasses those who fear him, * and he will deliver them.
8 Taste and see that the Lord is good; * happy are they who trust in him!
9 Fear the Lord, you that are his saints, * for those who fear him lack nothing.
10 The young lions lack and suffer hunger, * but those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good.
22 The Lord ransoms the life of his servants, * and none will be punished who trust in him.

THE SECOND READING                                                                                            1 John 3:1-3
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world 
does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 
What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in 
him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God.



Sequence Hymn 625                                Ye holy angels bright                                       Darwall’s 148th         

THE GOSPEL                                                                                   Matthew 5:1-12
Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Savior, Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, O Christ. 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to 
speak, and taught them, saying: "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. "Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they will be comforted. "Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. "Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. "Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. "Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they will see God. "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God."Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. "Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in 
the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you."

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.



THE SERMON: The Rev. Nikki Mathis

THE NICENE CREED                                                          BCP 358            
(said by all) 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one 
Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, Form II                                            BCP 385
I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for our Bishops, priests, and deacons, especially Michael, Rob, 
and Don, Nikki and Christina; The clergy and people of All Saints', Atlanta; All Saints', Warner Robins; for this gathering; 
and for all ministers and people.  Pray for the church. silence
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people. We pray for our President, 
Donald, our Governor, Brian, and our Mayor, Kelly. Pray for justice and peace. silence
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. I ask your prayers for (…)
Pray for those in any need or trouble.  silence
Loving God, creator of this world who is the source of our wisdom and understanding, watch over this nation during this 
time of election. Help us to see how our faith informs our principles and actions. silence
I ask your prayers of thanks for the right to vote. O God, help us to hold this privilege and responsibility with the care and 
awareness it merits, realizing that our vote matters and that it is an act of faith. silence
I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. Pray that they may find and be found by him.
silence
I ask your prayers for the departed. Pray for those who have died. silence
I ask your thanksgivings for (…)  I invite your thanksgivings. silence
Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored, whom we remember today, especially

Gordon Bienvenue
Lucy Gregory
Jewel John
Lawrence Hill

I invite you to remember silently or aloud others who have passed.  silence
Pray that we have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
 
A PRAYER FOR A PANDEMIC

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (people may stand)                                                                                            BCP 360
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Celebrant and People: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant:     The peace of Christ be always with you.
People:         And also with you.



THE HOLY COMMUNION

Offertory Anthem                     O How Amiable                                    R. Vaughan Williams
O How amiable are thy dwellings: thou Lord of hosts!

My soul hath a desire and longing to enter into the courts of the Lord:
My heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.

Yea, the sparrow hath found her an house,
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young:

even thy altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.
Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: They will be alway praising thee.

The glorious Majesty of the Lord our God be upon us:
prosper thou the work of our hands upon us.

O prosper thou our handywork.
O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, EUCHARISTIC PRAYER C                                                                                  BCP 369
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, 
and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the 
rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness 
of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in 
every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

* Sanctus S-129                                                            Holy, holy, holy Lord                                                               Robert Powell



Celebrant continues
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you 
these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper, he took the cup of wine, 
gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see 
your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not 
for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in 
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                                        BCP 364
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen.

* Fraction Anthem S-164                   Jesus, Lamb of God                            Franz P. Schubert



THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER               Enriching Our Worship 2
Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love, you fed your people in the wilderness with the bread of angels, and 
you sent Jesus to be the bread of life. Though I cannot physically consume these gifts of bread and wine, I thank you that I 
have received the sacrament of Christ’s presence, the forgiveness of sins, and all other benefits of Christ’s passion. By the 
power of the Holy Spirit, may I embody your desire, and be renewed for your service, through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen.

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER                                                                                BCP 366
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of 
your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love 
and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and 
for ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING

Closing Hymn 293              I sing a song of the saints of God                                   Grand Isle         

THE DISMISSAL
Deacon: Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People: Thanks be to God.

Fellowship Postlude Voluntary on Sine Nomine               Charles Callahan                                



                                            
Hymn permission used by RiteStuff, a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #732703-A 

Prayers of  the People 

In our Parish we pray for Rainsly Vogt, Henry Scott, Stephen Carter, Mark Goodwin, Jane Bowen, Barbara Kuhn, 
Mack Thurmond, Marge Massey, Kathryn Musholt, Dot Cooper, Allena Armour, Doug Welch, Pat Irby, Pat Titus, 
Stephanie Gamble, Carol Jones, Rose Ann Pace, Aaron Muckin, Glen Jedlicka, Stephen Morris, Alice Hunt, George 
Watson, Conoly Hester, Deborah Freeman, Catherine Hartley, Mary Parkman, Gayle Duncan, Jimmy Simons, Gene 
Watson, Bill Walker, Sandy Elhenicky, Shelby Welch, Sarah Gordon, Roger Swagler, Stanley Armour, Martha Beach, 
Jack Beach, Tammy Bishop, Cecil Miller, Bill Beagle, Sally Stuckey, Kim Rider, Patrick Dean, Harold Tillman, Diane 
Holcomb, Stephen Corn, Ken Packer, Carrie, Gina Rosa, Father Jorge, Frank, Shirley, Susan, Evelyn, Karin, Ben, 
Anna, Fritz, Faye, Neal, Ann, Paula, John, Gwen, Barbara, Dusty, Daniel, Heather, Matt, Pete, Sophia, Jill, Samantha, 
Jennifer, Chip, and Buddy. 

In thanksgiving for those celebrating their birthdays this week: Allison Weaver, Ellen Gibson, David Lowe, 
Peggy Herrman, Diane Barret, Julia Marlowe, John Curtis, and Fred Denson; and for those celebrating 
anniversaries: Britt & Adrianne Freeman. 
The people listed here are prayed for by name at each Sunday service. To request prayer for yourself  or someone else, please call the office 
(706-546-7553). If  at the beginning of  the next month the person needs to remain on the list, please call and give the office an update. 
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Interfaith  
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Of  

Greater Athens  
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@gmail.com  

 
ICPGAthens  

 

5th Annual 
 

I n t e r f a i t h 
Thanksgiving 
W o r s h i p 

 
Sunday November 22, 2020 

4:00 pm 

    Zoom Meeting Info:                        Meeting ID: 943 5058 3240 
                                                                   Passcode: Unity 
                                                https://zoom.us/join 

 

    Donations Support:          Family Connection-Communities In Schools of Athens  
                                                        www.fc-cis.org/donate  



Clergy and Staff  

The Rev. Nikki Mathis  Rector
rector@stgregoryathens.org | 706-546-7553 x2

The Rev. Christina Dondero  Deacon
christinadondero@gmail.com | 404-918-7248

Terri Tillman and Anthony Barkdoll  Audiovisual Technicians 
ttillman@gmail.com;  anthonybarkdoll@gmail.com 

Kendall M. Kookogey  Parish Administrator/Bookkeeper
office@stgregoryathens.org | 706-546-7553 x1

Jonathan Klein  Music Director/Organist
jonathanfk@gmail.com | 706-296-8102

Joseph Napoli  Choir Director
awn1984@att.net | 706-546-6638

Catherine Drewry  Director of Children’s Ministries
cbdrewry@gmail.com | 706-201-7241

Jude Red-Bear  Nursery Director
juderedbear@yahoo.com | 706-614-0008

Mark Hein  Buildings/Grounds
markehein@gmail.com | 706-549-3239

Allena Armour  Sexton
allenaarmour57@yahoo.com | 706-614-3704

Nursery Attendants:  Missy Hamlin, Megan Reuter, Allison Weaver

Vestry Members: Kathryn Musholt, Sr. Warden; Kelly Black, Jr. Warden, Jack Armistead; Eddie Bennett; Rhonda Hefner-Packer; Jane 
Hudson; Marge Massey; Caley Ross; Beth Thornton; Chrissy Moffett, Clerk; Les House, Treasurer 

Vestry Person of the Day/Week:   Beth Thornton  whinygirl@gmail.com 
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