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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyRMekJhoZKkfXtJc1nKWyg


THE HOLY EUCHARIST
The First Sunday after the Epiphany: The Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ

THE WORD OF GOD

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Opening Hymn 448                                          O love, how deep, how broad                              Deus tuorum militum

OPENING ACCLAMATION                                         BCP 355
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY     BCP 355
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our  
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.



* Gloria S-277                                               Glory to God                                                                         David Hurd    

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with 
the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess 
him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

THE FIRST READING                                                         Isaiah 43:1-7
Thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I 
have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they 
shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I 
am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for 
you. Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange 
for your life. Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; I 
will say to the north, "Give them up,” and to the south, "Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters 
from the end of the earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory,  whom I formed and made.” 
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.   

Thanks be to God.



Psalm 29 

1 Ascribe to the Lord, you / gods, * 
 ascribe to the Lord glory and / strength. 
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his / Name; * 
 worship the Lord in the beauty of / holiness. 
3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory / thunders; * 
 the Lord is upon the mighty / waters. 
4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful / voice; * 
 the voice of the Lord is a voice of / splendor. 
5 The voice of the Lord breaks the / cedar trees; * 
 the Lord breaks the cedars of / Lebanon; 
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a / calf, * 
 and Mount Hermon like a young wild / ox. 
7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; the voice of the Lord shakes the / wilderness; * 
 the Lord shakes the wilderness of Ka-/desh. 
8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees / writhe * 
 and strips the forests / bare. 
9 And in the temple of the / Lord * 
 all are crying, / “Glory!" 
10 The Lord sits enthroned above the / flood; * 
 the Lord sits enthroned as King for ever-/more. 
11 The Lord shall give strength to his / people; * 
 the Lord shall give his people the blessing of / peace. 

                        
THE SECOND READING                                                                                           Acts 8:14-17
When the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two 
went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; 
they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received 
the Holy Spirit. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God.



Sequence Hymn 143 LEVAS                                 Wade in the Water                                                            Negro Spiritual 

THE GOSPEL                                                                            Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Savior, Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 
People: Glory to you, O Christ. 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the 
Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and 
the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased."  
 The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.



THE SERMON: The Rev. Nikki Mathis

THE NICENE CREED                                                          BCP 358            
(said by all) 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one 
Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, Form VI                                            BCP 392
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.  
For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
For this community, the nation, and the world. We pray for our President, Joseph, our Governor, Brian, and our Mayor, 
Kelly. 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Rob, Don, and Paul, our Bishops;  
and for all bishops and other ministers, especially Nikki, our priest, and Christina, our deacon;  
For all who serve God in his Church. 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. We pray especially for ( … ) 
silence 
Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.  We give thanks for ( … ) 
silence 
We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon 
them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
Deacon:  We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things 
done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the 
honory and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
THE PEACE
Celebrant:     The peace of Christ be always with you.
People:         And also with you.



THE HOLY EUCHARIST

Offertory Anthem                            Keep Me Faithfully in Thy Paths                                    G. F. Handel                    
Keep me faithfully in thy paths, O Lord, and cleanse me from my sin.

In thy goodness, Lord, be thou merciful.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B                                                                                BCP 367
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth. (Here a Proper Preface is said)

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

* Sanctus S-128                                                       Holy, holy, holy Lord                                                        William Mathias

Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel 
to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in 
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you 
have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of 
sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This 
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.”



Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People We remember his death,  
We proclaim his resurrection,  
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread 
and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and 
his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified 
by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country 
where, with Mary, St. Gregory the Great, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                                        BCP 364
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

* Fraction Anthem S-158                       O Lamb of God                                               Healey Willan



THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
Whoever you are and wherever you are in your journey of faith, know that you are welcome to join with us at God’s table to share in the 
holy communion. If you would like to receive a blessing rather than the bread, cross your arms over your chest when the priest comes to 
you in the communion circle.

Communion Hymn 121                    Christ, when for us you were baptized                                                Caithness 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER                                                                                BCP 365
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and 
you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING



Closing Hymn 120                        The sinless one to Jordan came                           Solemnis haec festivitas                    

THE DISMISSAL
Deacon: Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.

Postlude                    Come, Ye Thankful People, Come                                 Hugo Gehrke

Hymn permission used by RiteStuff, a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #732703-A 



Prayers of  the People 

In our Parish we pray for Diane Barret, Brenda Browning, Carol Whitson, Tom Sturgis, Diane Miller, John Granrose, 
Tammy Bowman, Rose Ann Pace, John Gay, Cameron Steele, Nathan Parrish, Ed Spivey, Hannah Bennett, Anna 
Thornton, Sheryl King, Ellen Peck, Bill Alworth, James Morris, Tom Hiers, Jane Bowen, Marge Massey, Pat Irby, Pat 
Titus, Stephanie Gamble, Stephen Morris, Shelby Welch, Roger Swagler, Stanley Armour, Cindy Beagle, Bill Beagle, 
Sally Stuckey, Diane Holcomb, Stephen Corn, Ken Packer, Robby, Cecil, Brooke, Dianne, Peter, Jason, Lynn, Pete, 
Sophia, Samantha, Jennifer, Buddy, Nicholas, Mike, and Margaret. 

In thanksgiving for those celebrating their birthdays this week: Melinda Jones, Anthony Barkdoll, Thomas Peck, 
Kevin Greene, Martha Beach, Flo Hix. 
The people listed here are prayed for by name at each Sunday service. To request prayer for yourself  or someone else, please call the office 
(706-546-7553). If  at the beginning of  the next month the person needs to remain on the list, please call and give the office an update. 

COMING UP 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING | SUNDAY, JAN. 23, VIA ZOOM 
Our annual meeting this year will be done via Zoom.  Join us for a celebration of  the mission and ministries of  St. Gregory’s 
Episcopal Church, elections of  new vestry members, on Sunday, January 23 immediately following the 10:30AM service.  The 
meeting will also include reports from the vestry and a presentation of  the 2022 budget.  We will send out the Zoom link a few 
days before the meeting.  

NOTES 

POINSETTIAS 
Please take home your poinsettias from Christmas!  They are in the entrance to Parish Hall. 

FLOWER GUILD 
The Flower Guild are looking for a couple of  willing parishioners to add to our number!  With a full rota, member duties are 
light,  just 5-6 Sundays a year.  Please consider joining us.  If  you have questions, please call Lane Norton  706-338-3071 



Clergy and Staff  

The Rev. Nikki Mathis  Rector 
rector@stgregoryathens.org | 706-546-7553 x2 

The Rev. Christina Dondero  Deacon 
christinadondero@gmail.com | 404-918-7248 

Terri Tillman  WebMaster 
ttillman@gmail.com 

Kendall M. Kookogey  Parish Administrator/Bookkeeper 
office@stgregoryathens.org | 706-546-7553 x1 

Jonathan Klein  Music Director/Organist 
jonathanfk@gmail.com | 706-296-8102 

Joseph Napoli  Choir Director 
awn1984@att.net | 706-546-6638 

Wade McGlamery  Youth Minister 
wwmcglamery@gmail.com | 770-624-4837 

Jude Red-Bear  Nursery Director 
juderedbear@yahoo.com | 706-614-0008 

Mark Hein  Buildings/Grounds 
markehein@gmail.com | 706-549-3239 

Allena Armour  Sexton 
allenaarmour57@yahoo.com | 706-614-3704 

Anthony Barkdoll  Livestream Coordinator 
anthonybarkdoll@gmail.com  

Anthony Barkdoll   Today’s livestream volunteer 

Nursery Attendants:  Missy Hamlin, Jude Red Bear 

Vestry Members: Jane Hudson, Sr. Warden; Kelly Black, Jr. Warden; Julie Worley; LeeAnne Krause; John Bray; Anna Hiers; Blaine 
Everson; Eddie Bennett; Caley Ross; Chrissy Moffett, Clerk; Les House, Treasurer  

Vestry Person of the Day/Week:  LeeAnne Krause  leeanne.krause@verizon.net 

Reader: Wayne Coppins
Vestry: Lee Anne Krause
Flowers: Lane Norton
Altar Guild: Carol Schwenke & David Lowe

Today’s Service:
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