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THE HOLY EUCHARIST
The Secenth Sunday after the Epiphany

THE WORD OF GOD

                                             
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Opening Hymn 391                                          Before the Lord’s eternal throne                                          Winchester New 

OPENING ACCLAMATION                                                BCP 355 
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

COLLECT FOR PURITY               BCP 355 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our  
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



* Gloria S-277                                                Glory to God                                                                         David Hurd     

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
O Lord, you have taught us that without love whatever we do is worth nothing: Send your Holy Spirit and pour into our 
hearts your greatest gift, which is love, the true bond of peace and of all virtue, without which whoever lives is accounted 
dead before you. Grant this for the sake of your only Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 



THE FIRST READING          Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?" But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were 
they at his presence. Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come closer to me." And they came closer. He said, "I am your 
brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me 
here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five 
more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on 
earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to 
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 'Thus 
says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of 
Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children's children, as well as your flocks, your herds, 
and all that you have. I will provide for you there--since there are five more years of famine to come--so that you and your 
household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.'" 
And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him. 
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.   
 Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 37:1-12, 41-42 

1 Do not fret yourself because of / evildoers; * 
 do not be jealous of those who do / wrong. 
2 For they shall soon wither like the / grass, * 
 and like the green grass fade a-/way. 
3 Put your trust in the Lord and do / good; * 
 dwell in the land and feed on its / riches. 
4 Take delight in the / Lord, * 
 and he shall give you your heart's de-/sire. 
5 Commit your way to the Lord and put your / trust in him, * 
 and he will bring it to / pass. 
6 He will make your righteousness as clear as the / light * 
 and your just dealing as the / noonday. 
7 Be still before the / Lord * 
 and wait / patiently for him. 
8 Do not fret yourself over the one who / prospers, * 
 the one who succeeds in evil / schemes. 
9 Refrain from anger, leave rage a-/lone; * 
 do not fret yourself; it leads only to / evil. 
10 For evildoers shall be cut / off, * 
 but those who wait upon the Lord shall possess the / land. 
11 In a little while the wicked shall be no / more; * 
 you shall search out their place, but they will not / be there. 
12 But the lowly shall possess the / land; * 
 they will delight in abundance of / peace. 
41 But the deliverance of the righteous comes from the / Lord; * 
 he is their stronghold in time of / trouble. 
42 The Lord will help them and / rescue them; * 
 he will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because they seek / refuge in him 



THE SECOND READING                                                              1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 
Someone will ask, "How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?" Fool! What you sow does not come to 
life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some 
other grain. But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. 
So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is 
raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a 
physical body, there is also a spiritual body. Thus it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a living being"; the last Adam 
became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. The first man was from 
the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the 
man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the 
image of the man of heaven. 
What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable 
inherit the imperishable. 
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.   

Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn 446                                  Praise to the Holiest in the height                                                         Newman 



THE GOSPEL                                                                                       Luke 6:27-38
Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Savior, Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 
People: Glory to you, O Christ. 

Jesus said, "I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for 
those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do 
not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them 
again. Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
"If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those 
who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to 
receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good, and 
lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the 
ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
"Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be 
forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your 
lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back."  
 The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher. 

THE SERMON: The Rev. Nikki Mathis 

THE NICENE CREED                                                          BCP 358            
(said by all) 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one 
Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, Form VI                                            BCP 392
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.  
For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
For this community, the nation, and the world. We pray for our President, Joseph, our Governor, Brian, and our Mayor, 
Kelly. 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Rob, Don, and Paul, our Bishops;  
and for all bishops and other ministers, especially Nikki, our priest, and Christina, our deacon;  
For all who serve God in his Church. 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. We pray especially for ( … ) 
silence 



Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.  We give thanks for ( … ) 
silence 
We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon 
them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
Deacon:  We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things 
done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor 
and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE PEACE 
Celebrant:     The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People:         And also with you. 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST

Offertory Anthem                               Jesu, the very thought of thee                                      Simon Lole 
Jesu, the very thought of thee With sweetness fills my breast; 

But sweeter far thy face to see, And in thy presence rest. 
Nor voice can sing, nor heart can frame, Nor can the memory find, 

A sweeter sound than thy blest name, O Saviour of mankind. 
O hope of every contrite heart, O joy of all the meek, 

To those who fall, how kind thou art, How good to those who seek! 
But what to those who find? Ah, this nor tongue nor pen can show; 

The love of Jesus, what it is None but his loved ones know. 
Jesu, our only joy be thou, As thou our prize wilt be; 
Jesu, be thou our glory now, And through enternity. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B                                                                                BCP 367 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth. (Here a Proper Preface is said) 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 



* Sanctus S-128                                                         Holy, holy, holy Lord                                                      William Mathias 

Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel 
to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in 
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin 
into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is 
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People We remember his death,   
   We proclaim his resurrection,   
   We await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread 
and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and 
his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified 
by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country 
where, with Mary, St. Gregory the Great, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. Amen. 



And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                                         BCP 364 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

* Fraction Anthem S-158                          O Lamb of God                                               Healey Willan 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
Whoever you are and wherever you are in your journey of faith, know that you are welcome to join with us at God’s table to share in the 
holy communion. If you would like to receive a blessing rather than the bread, cross your arms over your chest when the priest comes to 
you in the communion circle.  



Communion Hymn 74 LEVAS                          Jesu, Jesu                             Ghana Folk Song                                                       

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER               Enriching Our Worship 2
Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love, you fed your people in the wilderness with the bread of angels, and 
you sent Jesus to be the bread of life. Though I cannot physically consume these gifts of bread and wine, I thank you that I 
have received the sacrament of Christ’s presence, the forgiveness of sins, and all other benefits of Christ’s passion. By the 
power of the Holy Spirit, may I embody your desire, and be renewed for your service, through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen.

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER                                                                                    BCP 365 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and 
you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE BLESSING 



Closing Hymn 657                              Love divine, all loves excelling                                                    Hyfrydol                     

THE DISMISSAL 
Deacon: Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.   
People:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude                                  
                  

Hymn permission used by RiteStuff, a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #732703-A 



Prayers of  the People 

In our Parish we pray for Jamaica Miller, Diane Barret, Brenda Browning, Becky Thomas, Carol Whitson, Tom 
Sturgis, Diane Miller, John Granrose, Martha Beach, Tammy Bowman, Rose Ann Pace, John Gay, Cameron Steele, 
Nathan Parrish, Ed Spivey, Hannah Bennett, Anna Thornton, Sheryl King, Ellen Peck, Bill Alworth, James Morris, 
Tom Hiers, Jane Bowen, Marge Massey, Pat Irby, Pat Titus, Stephanie Gamble, Stephen Morris, Shelby Welch, Roger 
Swagler, Stanley Armour, Cindy Beagle, Bill Beagle, Sally Stuckey, Diane Holcomb, Stephen Corn, Ken Packer, 
Benedict, Patrick, Robby, Cecil, Brooke, Jim, Dianne, Peter, Jason, Lynn, Pete, Sophia, Samantha, Jennifer, Buddy, 
Nicholas, Mike, and Margaret. 

In thanksgiving for those celebrating their birthdays this week: Paula Weaver, Madeleine Lewis, Cedric Van 
Giesen, Wade McGlamery, Porter Welch, John Barrett, Mark Goodwin, Paula Sanford, Gail Eilers, Sonia Vail, Ben 
Barkdoll, and Rainsly Vogt; and for those celebrating their anniversaries: Brad & Karen Hankins. 
The people listed here are prayed for by name at each Sunday service. To request prayer for yourself  or someone else, please call the office 
(706-546-7553). If  at the beginning of  the next month the person needs to remain on the list, please call and give the office an update. 

TODAY 

PASTORAL CARE COMMITTEE MEETING 
The Pastoral Care Committee invites you to join our brief  (45-minute) meeting today, February 20, after the 10:30 service.  We 
will meet in person in the Nursery, and those who wish to attend from home may join via zoom  

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77349590958?pwd=d90OS7gIwOg6JIxFtwsbHoQ6FFD_Qd.1   
Meeting ID: 773 4959 0958 

Passcode: 4uVUdQ 
 We have been very busy all throughout the pandemic, serving needs that include providing meals to families under stress, car 
rides to doctor appointments, calling to check on homebound parishioners, maintaining the parish Medical Equipment Library, 
and so much more.  For more information about the meeting, contact Missy Hamlin at 706-614-9906 or 
revmelhamlin@gmail.com. 

COMING UP… 

SPRINGTIME PRAYER | LENT (March 9- April 6) 
The world is a bit weary, right now, isn’t it? Lent is the perfect time for reflection and spiritual examination, but it’s also almost 
springtime, a time for renewal and rebirth. This year’s Lenten class on Wednesday evening will attempt to combine the best of  
both Lenten reflection and springtime renewal, and focus on the art and practice of  prayer. 
 The Springtime Prayer Class will meet every Wednesday during Lent (March 9 through April 6), to learn more about 
prayer: to taste-test a buffet of  different prayer practices- to examine the intersection of  prayer and sacred music; to explore 
sensory aids and try out different physical postures; to take time-honored practices such as Luther’s Four Strand meditation and 
Stations of  the Cross out for a test drive, and to discuss the purpose and techniques for all of  the above.  
 Please join this class, moderated by LeeAnne Krause, on Wednesdays during Lent, starting March 9, at 6:00 pm, in the 
Education Building. A light meal will be provided.  
 For more information, please contact Ellen Richardson (ellenrichardson52@gmail.com), LeeAnne Krause 
(leeanne.krause@verizon.net), or Ron Balthazor (ron.balthazor@gmail.com) 

NOTES 

NEW COVID PROTOCOLS 
The Regathering Committee met on Tuesday, February 15 to consider Covid protocols moving forward in light of  the dropping 
cases.  They currently suggest ending contact tracing. However, if  you test Covid positive within 3 days of  attending a church 
event, please let the church office know so that a general email can be sent out. When the 7-day average COVID cases drops 
below 15 per 100,000 then they suggest dropping social distancing and masks. We will put a sign on the door and in the weekly 
email when that time comes, alerting everyone to the change.  Of  course, ever and always, those who wish to continue to social 
distance and/or wear a mask are welcomed to do so! 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77349590958?pwd=d90OS7gIwOg6JIxFtwsbHoQ6FFD_Qd.1
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rector@stgregoryathens.org | 706-546-7553 x2 

The Rev. Christina Dondero  Deacon 
christinadondero@gmail.com | 404-918-7248 

Terri Tillman  WebMaster 
ttillman@gmail.com 

Kendall M. Kookogey  Parish Administrator/Bookkeeper 
office@stgregoryathens.org | 706-546-7553 x1 

Jonathan Klein  Music Director/Organist 
jonathanfk@gmail.com | 706-296-8102 

Joseph Napoli  Choir Director 
awn1984@att.net | 706-546-6638 

Doug Adkins  Director of Children’s Ministries 
jdadkins@hotmail.com  | 706-474-4784 

Wade McGlamery  Youth Minister 
wwmcglamery@gmail.com | 770-624-4837 

Jude Red-Bear  Nursery Director 
juderedbear@yahoo.com | 706-614-0008 

Mark Hein  Buildings/Grounds 
markehein@gmail.com | 706-549-3239 

Peachy Green Clean Co-op  Sexton 

Anthony Barkdoll  Livestream Coordinator 
anthonybarkdoll@gmail.com  

Nursery Attendants:  Missy Hamlin, Jude Red Bear 

Vestry Members: Eddie Bennett; John Bray; Stacie Court; Gail Eilers; Blaine Everson; Anna Hiers; Jane Hudson; LeeAnne Krause; Lane 
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Vestry Person of the Day/Week:   John Bray  johnpatrickbray@gmail.com 
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Vestry:  Maggie Reinberger
Flowers: Janet Patterson
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