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AN ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR EVENING / EVENING PRAYER

Our service this evening begins on page 109 of the Book of Common Prayer.

Officiant: Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.                              BCP 109
People: Thanks be to God.

Officiant: Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. 
Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  Isaiah 60:1, 3

PRAYER FOR LIGHT
Officiant: Let us pray.            BCP 213                                                  
Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may 
shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.

Opening Song                               Arise, shine                                    Ruth Cunningham

SELECTION FROM THE PSALTER
Officiant: O God, make speed to save us.
People: O Lord, make haste to help us.
Officiant: The Lord has shown for his glory; Come let us adore him.
All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Alleluia.

          

PSALM 72:1-2; 10-17                                                       Psalms for Praying: An Invitation to Wholeness
Bring justice to the peoples, O Beloved, 
and your mercy to all generations.
May the people be known for mercy, 
rendering justice to the poor!

May the leaders of the nations from all the earth,
listen to Love's Voice;
May they spend time in Silence before they counsel!
May the leaders surrender to your Love, 
and the nations serve the Most High!

For You heed the needly when they call,
 the poor and those who have no friend.
You have compassion on the weak, the downtrodden,
giving them strength and hope.
From injustice and oppression, You redeem their life;
and precious are they in your Heart.



Long may You live in our hearts, may praises be sung to You!
May our prayers rise up before You 
and the blessings of love be freely rendered!
May we be ever grateful for the grain of the fields, 
the fruit of the vine to be shared with all.

And may the people blossom forth in the cities,
diverse like flowers in the meadow!
May your Name live on forever,
your Love endure as long as the sun!
May the people bless themselves in knowing You,
and all nations call you blessed!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen

Song                                     Love is the welcome                             Loch Lomond

FIRST READING                                                                                    Isaiah 60:1-6, 9
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick 
darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and 
kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons 
shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart 
shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A 
multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring 
gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. For the coastlands shall wait for me, the ships of Tarshish first, to 
bring your children from far away, their silver and gold with them, for the name of the Lord your God, and for the Holy One of 
Israel, because he has glorified you.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Song                                           Nunc Dimittis                      

SECOND READING              Matthew 2:1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, 
‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ 
When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you 
shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when 
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and 
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they 
saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Hymn 128             We Three Kings           Three Kings of Orient

CONTEMPLATIVE SILENCE
Let us quietly reflect as the Divine Spirit leads.



THE PRAYERS
Officiant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Officiant: Let us pray.

          
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Let us give thanks to God Almighty for all the gifts so freely bestowed upon us.             BCP 837

For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea,
We thank you, Lord.

For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of Christ.
We thank you, Lord.

For our daily food and drink, our homes and families and our friends,
We thank you, Lord.

For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve,
We thank you, Lord.

For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play,
We thank you, Lord.

For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in adversity,
We thank you, Lord.

For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty. and justice,
We thank you, Lord.

For the communion of saints, in all times and places,
We thank you, Lord.

Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in Christ Jesus our Lord;
To him be praise and glory with you, O God, and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR EPIPHANY            BCP 214
O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the Peoples of the earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to 
your presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.                       

          
FOR THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH                                      BCP 257
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off 
and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you, bring the nations into your fold, pour 
out your Spirit upon all flesh, and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

          



Hymn 124                        What star is this                                                    Puer nobis 

    

FINAL BLESSING                                                            Psalm 72:18-19     
Officiant: Blessed be the Beloved, the One who dwells in open hearts,

who guides us along the way.
Blessed be You, who comes in the Name of Love;
may your glory fill the earth! Amen and Amen!

All: Thanks be to God.

                                                                                                              



About Taizé…

Taizé (pronounced “teh-ZAY”) is not a musical form but rather a worship style made popular through the work of the ecumenical Christian 
community in Taizé, France.  The retreat center there (founded in 1940 by Brother Roger Schütz) is visited every year by thousands of visitors, 
and services are held in many languages. The community has become one of the world's most important sites of Christian pilgrimage, with a 
primary focus on youth. The music of Taizé emphasizes simple phrases, usually lines from Psalms or other pieces of Scripture repeated and 
sometimes sung in canon. Ecumenical services based on this model and music are held in many churches throughout the world.
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